Late-onset familial amyloid polyneuropathy with the TTR Met 30 mutation in France.
Four unrelated French cases of familial amyloid polyneuropathy are reported. Clinical onset ranged from the sixth to the ninth decade. Sensory signs were predominant initially in the lower limbs; motor changes, and in one case autonomic involvement, appeared later. Amyloid disease was clinically limited to the peripheral nervous system. In two cases, there was no evidence of familial disease. DNA analysis was performed in these four patients and in two children of Patient 1. Restriction analysis of amplification products of exon 2 of the transthyretin gene was positive for the valine 30 to methionine mutation. These four unrelated patients live in different areas of France. Further studies are needed to determine whether these mutations have a common origin and whether they are related to the Portuguese mutation.